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This week's dream: a little corner of Blighty in rural Flanders

“0f all the Firse Warkd War sires
[ve visited, Talbot House is the
sl cvocative, yet most folk

I kowvw have never beard of w,”
sys William Conok in The Daily
Telegraph. Located in Paperinge,
a marker rowm in rural Flanders,
Irwas the unique creaton of
two Britsh army chaplains,
Meville Talhor and Philip
“Tubby™ Clavtom, who

wanred 1o offer soldiers “a

mors wholesome form of rest
and TI.'I.'Iin.'I'.l.lJIJrI“ than visits

v bars and brothels. In 14915,
they rented a fwnbouse from

a Belgian family, and tumed it
ince an “Every Man's Club -

a eross berween a pcl'.l]l.'l!lum'ﬁ
clubr and a tradithonal vicarage™.
Here, soldiers conbd play chess,
hil liards or pinp. PONE, lirrena

a book, or enjoy a song at the piano, escaping for a while from
“the horrors of the Western Frong™.

Tlll.' JI':HJK' WWils I:IJ.I:III.'IJ n IR Y IJr NI.'\IIIL"i IJTIJLII.'E, trl”l’fl
lalbot, who'd died in action carlier in 1915, It was “quaint and
cnsy™, and *quintessentially British™, a *home from home™ for
the Tormmics whe visired. There was a parrot thar spoke fluent

lirtbor Howze: “a happy place of pilgriveage awd samctwary™

Welsh, and a walled garden
with a sign thar read “Come
into the garden, and forget
about the war®™. Another sign,
at the front door, read *All rank
ahandon ye who enter here™ -
a “revolutionary™ instruction in
an cra when officers and men
wore “strictly sogrogated ™. And
there was a rudimentary chapel
in the artic with a carpenter’s
bench for an alrar, where many
men artended services, though
this wasn't compubsory “or
even actively moouraged ™.

The house has heen
“a happy place of pilgrimaps
and sancruary” since it was
opened o the public m 1931
= it's fscinating and “muoving”,
well maintained, and full of
mementoes from the Grear
War. Guesrs can cven stay overnight — an experience T found
“supremely peaceful — lke staying in the family home of an old,
famniliar fricod™. And there arc many other wartime sites nearly,
including the battleficld of Ypres, and Ypres iself, a “handsome™
city where hig crowds attend the Last Prst ceremony at the Menin

Gate every night. Dovbiles cost from €119 borb daibotbonse bel,

Getting the flavour of...

A peaceful oasls in Moroceo

When I'm in neod of a “ranguil™, restorative
break in Morocoo — the counery where T live —
Toften head for Skoura, says Alice Maornson

in The Cruardian. Set in the Dades Valley,

which sweeps down from the High Atlas to the
Sahara, this oasis town four hours” drive from
Marrakech grew rich on wade in the Middle
Aggea, and has chamged so lorle sinee thar i fecls
“almoss otherworkdly *. Ies traditional rarmmed
earth houses and kashahs are set among verdant
palm groves that [ love to explore by bike,
“whizzing deswn the dire paths™. The lacal
people are mosty fanners, and rradirional food
mide From local ingredients is easy o come

by, inchading wonderful tagines. One kashah,
Amridil {pichured), is a muscum of local life, and
thers's a lovely place ro stay, Uma Lodpe, with

a pool, an organic garden and a good restanrant,

Luxury caves in Basllicata
The caves of Matera, a Unesco World |1 IL'rir.agr
Sire, are among the oldest continnally inhabired

human sertlements in the world, savs Clandia
Renwan in The Sunday Times, Spread across a
cliff face below the roven in Basilicata, souchern
Traly, they were evacuated in the 19508 owing
1o sl uan-like living comditions, but have recemtly
foumd new life as bars, art galleries = and hotels,
Amang the larest npenings is the Verera Marera,
a “sleck but discreer™ huxury spa hogsel with
Aoie Fooins i caves and some in the old palazei
above. During my (very enjoyvalde) rocent stay,

| towred the wpper twswn, with is “gorgeous™
13th century cathedral and "astonishing™ view
aver the ravine, And Tare wonderfully well

ar every restaurant 1 eied, with a “delicare™
sturgeon dish and “delicious” seafood pasta

at La Micchia nel Sasso. Although Matera is
*James Bond-Famons™ now, thanks to No Time

#or D, in’s both calm and dazzling our of season.

A remote Greek mountain retreat

Think of Greek holidays, and chances are that
summers by the seaside spring to mind. Bar

the Findus Mational Park is a *magnificent™
destinarion all year round, says Lizzie Frainier
i The Tirmes. Ser i the remote, mountainous
northwest of the country, three hours’ drive
friom Thessaloniki, it ofters cross-country skiing
in winter, wild swimming in summer, and
wonder ful hiking in spring and autamn (with
wildlife including bears and walwes). In the
nearby village of Metsovo, vou'll find great Food
ard some good museums. This Ootober, | staved
at the fa mily-run Girand Forest Metsovo hotel.
and wenr on a nine-hoor, off-road 44 towr of
the park. Also enjovable were a horse-riding
addvenmire, and a wruffle-hunting afternoon

with some “adorable” lagotto romagnolo dogs,
|.1||r|1i|r|.1|ri11g: ma r|'||r|.'|.'-1.'|1|1rsot‘I truffle-therned
“feast™ served with mstic bread and local wine.

Hotel of the week

Mar Hall Golf & Spa
Resort Sizhopion,
Renfrewshire

This 19th cenlury mansion
sits on the banks of tha Clyde
just 20 minubas wast of
Glasgow, and 30 minutas
south of Loch Lomaond, It
became a holsl in 2004, and
has just emenged from a
stylish C20m makeoswer, says
Annabal Grossman in Tha
Indapandent, ks 74 reoms
Inavie “Flch, WAFm" decar,
comiy king-sioe beds, and
marble bathrooms. The
restaurant serves Scottish
classics, such as St Brida's
Farm confit duck and
Perthshire beed. There's a spa
and gyrn with a 30m poal,
and a “world-class" goll
course. Cther activities
includa falconry, archary

and clay pigeon shooting.
Daubles from £700 béeb;
marhalleont,
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